108                   COLONIAL   STEAM   VESSEL.

I accompanied the Rev. Mr. Davy on board. A
multitude of slaves crowded her deck in a state of
nudity. The spectacle was humiliating in every
sense, and the immediate effect upon the olfactory
nerves was excessively disagreeable and oppressive.
We found the officer who had charge of the vessel
confined to a small space in the after-part of the
deck near the tiller. The pressure of this dense
mass of human beings was suffocating, and the
crowd was so great that one poor slave who had
fallen overboard in the night, on the voyage, was
never missed until the following morning.

From the Henri Quatre we went to visit a
steam-vessel called the African, which was to sail
this afternoon, with 300 persons on board, and as
much provisions as she could stow. Her immediate
destination was Cape Coast Castle, where she was
to wait the arrival of the Eden. She had formerly
been employed in the Colonial service on this
coast, but had lately been laid up for want of re-
pair. Captain Owen, however, being desirous to
forward a number of mechanics and labourers
belonging to the free population of Sierra Leone, to
the new settlement at Fernando Po, thought that
this vessel might answer his purpose, and save
Government the expense of chartering a ship ex-
pressly for that service ; he therefore applied to the
Colonial Government requesting that he might be
allowed the use of her; which, after many pre-
liminary arrangements, occasioning much delay,